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Current research:

Joanna Berzowska is the founder and research director of XS Labs. This Montreal-based design research studio focuses
on innovation in the fields of electronic textiles and wearable computing, where the traditional boundaries between disci-
plines are broken down.

The Skorpions (2007) are a set of kinetic electronic garments that move and change on the body in slow, organic motions.
They have anthropomorphic qualities and can be imagined as parasites that inhabit the skin of the host. They breathe and
pulse, controlled by their own internal programming. They are not “interactive” artifacts insofar as their programming does
not respond to simplistic sensor data. They have intentionality; they are programmed to live, to exist, and to subsist. They
are living behavioral kinetic sculptures that exploit characteristics such as control, anticipation and unpredictability. They
have their own personalities, their own fears and desires. Skorpions integrate electronic fabrics, the shape-memory alloy
Nitinol, mechanical actuators such as magnets, soft electronic circuits, and traditional textile construction techniques such
as sculptural folds and drapes of fabric across the body.

BIO:

Joanna Berzowska'’s art and design work has been shown in the Cooper-Hewitt Design Museum in NYC, the Victoria and
Albert Museum in London, the Millenium Museum in Beijing, SIGGRAPH Art Galleries, ISEA, the Art Directors Club in NYC,
the Australian Museum in Sydney, NTT ICC in Tokyo, and Ars Electronica Center in Linz among others. She was selected
for the Maclean’s 2006 Honour Roll as one of “thirty-nine Canadians who make the world a better place to live”. Her re-
search has been supported by the Canada Council for the Arts, Concordia University, Hexagram, the Canada Foundation
for Innovation, Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of Canada, Canadian Heritage, Centre interuniversitaire
en arts médiatiques, and the Fonds québécois de recherche sur la société et la culture.
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